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Geographical situation of the AOC
Côtes de Provence

The area of production, the appellation Côtes de
Provence, stretches over three French
departments:  the Var, the Bouches du Rhône,
and a small section of the Alpes Maritimes,
comprising 84 towns over 20,500 hectares.

Geology

The geological aspects of the Côtes de Provence
"terroir" is quite complex, as it contains
limestone (North and East), crystalline (South
and West) and volcanic soils in the easternmost
part in Frejus.  The overall climate is
Mediterranean, but there are significant
variations due to the mountains and foothills
and the influence of the sea.

A mosaic of terroirs

Due to the wide variety of "terroirs" (smaller
regions with specific soils and climatic
conditions) found in the region, there is not one
but many different Côtes de Provence, each with
its own geological makeup and climate.  The
recognition of these different terroirs is a
decisive step towards creating more site-
specific, high-quality wines.

The appellation includes five major geographical
areas, which also contain three specific "terroir"
denominations:  Sainte-Victoire, Fréjus and
La Londe.

K E Y  F I G U R E S

C ô t e s  d e  P r o v e n c e  A O C

Surface area: 20,500 hectares
Production:
120 million bottles
Volume: 905,000 hl
- Rosé: 89%
- Red: 8%
- White: 3%
Winemakers:
- 365 private producers
- 39 cooperatives

Authorized yield:
- 55 hl/ha for regional appellation
- 50 hl/ha for "terroir" brands

Average yield:
- 44,7 hl/ha

Source:
Côtes de Provence Wine Syndicate
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1 – The crystalline coastal region 
of Les Maures
This area extends along the coast of the
Mediterranean from Saint-Tropez to
Hyères.  The soils in this sector were
formed by the weathering of the rocks from
the Les Maures mountain range.
They are sandy-clay soils, with varying
amounts of broken quartz rock, ranging
from ochre to reddish-brown colors.  The
vineyards near the sea cover coastal slopes,
bench rock and high terraces in the Les
Maures mountains.

2 – The inland valley
This area covers a half-circle around the
Les Maures mountain chain.  It is cut off to
the North and Northwest by the Triassic
limestone cornice and to the Northeast by a
red rhyolite bed.  This ancient sedimentary
basin, dating back to the Permian, has
sandstone and red clay bedrock that may
be covered in certain areas by colluvium
and alluvium.  The vineyards are located on
the slopes and upper reaches of the valleys.
Their soils are composed of micaceous
siltstone and fine clastics or argillites with a
characteristic plum color. Their texture is

sandy-loam clay.  The vineyards on the
northern and southern edges contain high
quantities of broken rock from the
limestone hills of the Triassic cornice, or
the crystalline rocks of the Les Maures
mountain chain.

3 – The Triassic plateau of the high country
This area is found in the North, northwest of
the Inland Valley between the Trias cornice
and the Jurassic reliefs of the Brignoles
and Upper-Var regions.  The Upper Trias
(Keuper) formations are prevalent here, and
explain the origin of the plateau's name.  On
these types of formations, broken
limestone rocks have formed, with a sandy
clay matrix that is reddish brown or yellow
in color.  This is where the majority of the
vineyards in the appellation are found,
generally on the slopes, plateaus and high
terraces.

4 – The Beausset Basin
This area opens out wide to the West
towards the bay of La Ciotat, and is bound
to the north by the buttresses of Sainte-
Beaume and to the South by the Gros
Cerveau secondary range. The basin is

made up of tightly layered downfolds,
alternating between calcareo-marl and
limestone, and reaches heights of 400 to
600 meters at the edges.
The outcrops of marl, sandstone and
limestone from the Cretaceous and
Jurassic period are dominant.  In this area,
the Côtes de Provence vineyards can be
found on shallow soils that have generally
developed on colluvium rock, on the slopes
and tops of valleys.

5 – Sainte-Victoire Mountain
This vast amphitheater opens to the West,
and is drained by the Arc.
Its limits are formed to the North by the
Sainte-Victoire Mountain and to the South
by the Etoile Mountain.  The region contains
many marl and sandstone outcroppings
from the Upper Cretaceous, often covered
by colluvium and alluvium due to
weathering, or from the erosion of the
limestone reliefs from the Jurassic.
The vineyards are found on the slopes and
bench rock in this sector.  The soils have a
sandy-clay texture, a reddish pink color and
often have a high limestone content.

The 5 major geographical regions of the Côtes de Provence:

The "Terroir" denominations

Côtes de Provence

Sainte-victoire
The Côtes de Provence Sainte-Victoire
vineyards occupy a surface area of 2000
ha to the east of the city of Aix-en-
Provence, at the base of the Sainte-
Victoire Mountain. The Côtes de Provence
Sainte-Victoire denomination includes 9
towns: Châteauneuf le Rouge, Le
Tholonet, Meyreuil, Peynier, Puyloubier,
Rousset and Trets in the Bouches du
Rhône, and Pourcieux and Pourrières in
the Var.

Climate
The vineyard is subject to a climate with
somewhat continental aspects.
Protected to the south from the effects of
the sea by the Aurélien and Sainte-
Baume Mountains, it covers the slopes of
the upper Arc valley.  The rocky hogbacks
of Sainte-Victoire also protect this
continental micro-climate, helping to
reduce the intensity of the Mistral winds.
Strong gusts may still occur, which
protect the vines from parasites. The
Côtes de Provence Sainte-Victoire
vineyards, like all the vineyards in
Provence, are considered to be some of
the most natural in France due to the
sanitary effects of the Mistral wind.

Geology
The poor and shallow soils, formed by
limestone and argillaceous sandstone,
produce high-quality vineyards: powerful
and smooth reds, subtle and elegant
rosés, and lively, aromatic whites.

Côtes de Provence

Located in the easternmost area of the
Côtes de Provence appellation, the Fréjus
sector is drained from West to East by the
Argens coastal river and its effluents, and
benefits from direct exposure to the
Mediterranean Sea.
The Côtes de Provence-Fréjus appellation
includes eight towns (totally or partially):
Callas, Fréjus, La Motte, Le Muy, Puget
sur Argens, Roquebrune sur Argens,
Saint Raphaël and Trans en Provence.

Climate
The effects of the Mediterranean create a
very special climate for the Fréjus sector.
The sea offers nearly permanent
ventilation and average heat amplitude.
It experiences some of the heaviest
precipitation in the appellation (830 to
850 mm per year) and average sun
exposure (2800 to 2900 hours per year).

Geology
The Fréjus sector has three specific types
of soils: red soils developed on sandy
clays due to the weathering of sandstone
and fine clastic from the Permian;
alluvium soil on a Permian bedrock (red,
rocky soil, sandy clay, off-white clay-loam
on tuff, yellow to off-white clay-loam on
deposits of marine pliocine); and the
sandy soils developed on weathered
metamorphic rocks of the Maures
Mountains.

Côtes de Provence

La Londe
The vineyards of this denomination are
located along the coast southeast of the
Maures mountain range, home of
outcroppings of extremely weathered
shale.
The Côtes de Provence La Londe
appellation includes 4 towns (either
totally or partially): Bornes les Mimosas,
La Crau, Hyères and La Londe les
Maures, over an area of 1800 hectares.

Climate
The close proximity of the sea provides
this area with its own specific climate.
The winter and summer seasons are
temperate. Yearly rainfall is extremely low
(less than 700 mm/year). Sun exposure is
high and ventilation from sea breezes is
nearly constant and brisk.

Geology
This terroir has four types of soil: soils on
shale, rocky and shallow; colluvium slopes
on shale with varying quantities of
cobblestones; colluvium rock slides with
quartzite, sandstone and shale stones; and
ancient alluvium soils with quartzite,
sandstone and shale pebbles.
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Surface area:
4,100 hectares

Production:
26 million bottles

Volume: 195,000 hl
- Rosé: 81%
- Red: 15%
- White: 4%

Geographic situation of the AOC
Coteaux d'Aix-en-Provence
The Coteaux d'Aix-en-Provence appellation is
located in the western section of Provence's
limestone lands. It extends from the Durance
Rivers to the Mediterranean, and from the Rhone
Valley in the West to the Sainte-Victoire Mountain in
the East.
The winemaking activity has been concentrated in
the sedimentary basins between a series of
secondary ranges running parallel to the coast: La
Nerthe, La Fare, Eguilles, La Trevaresse, and the
Costes prolonged by the Alpilles.
It is the second largest appellation in Provence,
covering a surface area of 4100 hectares. The
Coteaux d'Aix-en-Provence vineyards cover a
compact area containing forty-nine towns located
mainly in the Bouches-du-Rhone, with a small area
in the Var as well (Rians and Artigues).

Climate
The most prominent characteristic of the
Mediterranean climate is the Mistral northern
winds, renowned for their intensity, which bring
cold, dry air to the area. The Mistral also enables
the region to benefit from exceptional sun
exposure, with a yearly average of 2900 hours. The
low yearly rainfall - between 550 and 680 mm per
year - mainly occurs in the spring and fall.

Geology
The following are the main types of soil in the
region:
- clay-limestone rocks
- sandy, often gravelly, on molasses and sandstone
- cobbly soil with clay or loam-sand matrix on

terraces of the Arc and Durance Rivers.

AOC coteaux d'aix-en-provence

Winemakers:
- 69 private producers
- 12 cooperatives

Authorized yield:
- 60 hl/ha

Average yield:
- 47,52 hl/ha

Source:
Coteaux d'Aix-en-Provence Syndicate

12P TECHNIQUES GB 2010:DONNEES TECHNIQUES  21/06/10  12:25  Page 10



ALPES
MARITIMES

ALPES DE
HAUTE PROVENCE

AOC Coteaux Varois en Provence

Salernes

St-Tropez

Brignoles

Le Lavandou

Hyères

Barjols

St-Maximin
la Ste-Baume

TOULON

NICE

AIX-EN-PROVENCE

MARSEILLE

Tourves

Garéoult

Bras

Pontevès

La Celle

La Roquebrussanne

Villecroze

Seillons
Source d'Argens

Draguignan

Manosque

Fréjus
St-Raphaël

VAR

Massif
des MauresChaîne de la Ste-Baume

Chaîne
de l'Etoîle

Montagne
Ste-Victoire

Verdon

Var

Argens

Durance

A
 5

1

A
 5

1

A
 7

A 8

A 50

A 57

M E R  M É D I T E R R A N É E

K E Y  F I G U R E S

Geographic situation of the AOC
Coteaux Varois en Provence
The appellation includes 28 towns in the heart of
Provence, centred around Brignoles between
the Sainte-Baume mountain range (1100 m) to
the South and the Bessillons mountains (600 m)
to the North.

Geology
The terroir is part of the limestone region of
Provence: a series of clay-limestone upthrusts
in an East-West direction, which alternate with
areas of gravel and flint.

Climate
The appellation has more of a continental
climate due to the altitude of the vineyards (350
meters on average) and the fact that the
surrounding mountains separate it from the
influences of the sea. Fall and spring are often
quite mild, while the summer months are hot
and dry and the winter extremely harsh.

AOC coteaux varois en provencee

Surface area:
2,500 hectares

Production:
15 million bottles

Volume: 118,000 hl
- Rosé: 88%
- Red: 9%
- White: 3%

Winemakers:
- 80 private producers
- 10 cooperatives

Authorized yield:
- 55 hl/ha

Average yield:
- 46 hl/ha

Source:
Coteaux Varois en Provence Syndicate
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The Provence Wines Council
(CIVP)

The Provence Wines Council (CIVP)
Maison des Vins - RN7 - 83460 Les Arcs-sur-Argens

Tel: 33 (0)4 94 99 50 10 - Fax: 33 (0)4 94 99 50 19
E-mail: civp@provencewines.com

Site : www.provencewines.com

AOC CÔTES DE PROVENCE
AOC Côtes de Provence Wine Syndicate
RN7 - 83460 Les Arcs-sur-Argens - FRANCE
Tel: 33 (0)4 94 99 50 00
E-mail: sdvcp@wanadoo.fr 

Maison des Vins AOC Côtes de Provence
RN7 - 83460 Les Arcs-sur-Argens - FRANCE
Tel: 33 (0)4 94 99 50 20
E-mail: caveaucp@wanadoo.fr 

AOC CÔTES DE PROVENCE
SAINTE-VICTOIRE
Association des Vignerons 
de la Sainte-Victoire
Vinothèque Sainte-Victoire
1 bd Etienne Boyer - BP 25 - 13530 Trets - FRANCE
Tel: 33 (0)4 42 61 37 60
E-mail: vinotheque@vins-sainte-victoire.com

AOC CÔTES DE PROVENCE FRÉJUS
Association Vins et Terroir de Fréjus
Domaine de Curebéasse 
Route de Bagnols en Forêt – 83600 Fréjus
FRANCE - Tel: 33(0)4 94 40 87 90
E-mail: cpfrejus@gmail.com

AOC CÔTES DE PROVENCE LA LONDE
Association des Vignerons de la Londe
1630 Chemin Soldat Macri - 83400 Hyères - FRANCE
Tel: 33 (0)4 94 00 55 61
E-mail: aoc.lalonde@free.fr

AOC COTEAUX D’AIX-EN-PROVENCE
Coteaux d’Aix-en-Provence Wine Syndicate
Maison des Agriculteurs
22 avenue Henri Pontier - 13626 Aix-en-Provence Cedex 1
FRANCE - Tel: 33 (0)4 42 23 57 14
E-mail: vins@coteauxaixenprovence.com 

AOC COTEAUX VAROIS EN PROVENCE
Coteaux Varois en Provence Wine Syndicate
Maison des Vins Coteaux Varois en Provence
Abbaye de La Celle - 83170 La Celle - FRANCE
Tel: 33 (0)4 94 69 33 18
E-mail: coteauxvarois@wanadoo.fr

ROSÉ WINE RESEARCH AND
EXPERIMENTATION CENTRE
70 avenue Wilson - 83550 Vidauban - FRANCE
Tel: 33 (0)4 94 99 74 14
E-mail: centredurose@wanadoo.fr 

C O N T A C T S

The CIVP groups together the appellations Côtes de Provence,
Coteaux d'Aix-en-Provence and Coteaux Varois en Provence,
and the regional federation of wine traders. These
appellations cover a total surface area of 27,000 hectares,
produce nearly 162 million bottles of wine and include 608
private and cooperative winemakers and 72 traders.
The CIVP thus represents 95% of the AOC wines in Provence,
representing 6% of all French AOCs, all wine colors taken
together.  Provence is France's number one AOC rosé wine
producing region:  40% of all French rosés are produced here,
and 8% of all the rosés in the world.

A V E C  L A  P A R T I C I P A T I O N  :
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