
THE ABUSE OF ALCOHOL IS HARMFUL TO YOUR HEALTH, PLEASE DRINK RESPONSIBLY

Etang
de Berre

Golfe
de Fos VAR

0 25 kms

BOUCHES
DU-RHÔNE

D VAUCLUSE ALPES DE
HAUTE PROVENCE ALPES

MARITIMES

Chaîne de
la Ste-Baume

Montagne
Ste-Victoire

Verdon

Var

Argens

Durance
Rhône

A 54

A 
51

A 
51

A 7

A 7

A 8

A 50

A 57

M E D I T E R R A N E A N  S E A

Massif
de l'Esterel

Chaîne
de l'Etoîle Massif

des Maures

Salernes
Draguignan

Les Arcs
Fréjus St-Raphaël

Ste-Maxime

St-TropezGrimaud

Le LucBrignoles

Trets

Bormes-les-Mimosas

La Londe
les Maures

Iles de
Porquerolles

La Seyne-
sur-Mer

La Ciotat
Hyères

Barjols
Rians

St-Maximin
la Ste-BaumeMartigues

Salon-de-Provence

Istres

Villars-sur-Var
à 10 kms

TOULON

AIX-EN-PROVENCE

Villars-sur-Var

Port Cros

Iles
de Lerins

NICE

Antibes

Cannes

Castellane

Moustiers-Ste-Marie

Pierrevert

Aubagne

Le Beausset

Bandol

Gardanne

Cavaillon

MARSEILLE

Grasse

Coastal regions

Inland valley

Beausset Basin

Saint-Victoire Mountain

High country

AOP Côtes de Provence

Côtes de Provence Sainte-Victoire

Côtes de Provence Fréjus

Côtes de Provence La Londe

Natural  areas

“Terroir” Designations

Pierrefeu-du-Var

Côtes de Provence Pierrefeu

Villars-sur-Var

Côtes de Provence

WITH 
THE PARTICIPATION OF

Maison des Vins Côtes de Provence 
RN7 - CS 40001 - 83460 Les Arcs-sur-Argens, France - Tel.: 33 (0)4 94 99 50 00

Email: caveaucp@wanadoo.fr - Site: www.maison-des-vins.fr

Syndicat des Vins Côtes de Provence Tel : 33 (0)4 94 99 50 00
Email: contact@odg-cotesdeprovence.com - Site: www.syndicat-cotesdeprovence.com

This document is a publication of the
Conseil Interprofessionnel des Vins de Provence
Maison des Vins - RN7 - CS 50002 - 83460 Les Arcs-sur-Argens - France
Tel.: 33 (0)4 94 99 50 10 - Email: civp@provencewines.com

www.vinsdeprovence.com and follow us on  f
EN



The "terroir" of the Côtes de Provence appellation is formed by complex geological features.
Two major geological formations coexist: limestone in the Northwest and crystalline in the Southeast. 
The entire northwest portion of the Côtes de Provence vineyards is comprised of alternating hills and rocky
limestone hogbacks that have been sculpted by erosion. Further east, near the sea, the Maures and Estérel
crystalline rock masses emerge, which were partially formed by volcanic eruptions.
Due to the wide variety of "terroirs", there is not one but many different types of Côtes de Provence, each
with its own geological makeup and climate. The appellation includes five major geographical areas [Coastal
Regions, Inland Valley, foothills of the High Country, the Beausset Basin, and Sainte-Victoire Mountain]
which also include four "terroir" designations (site-specific soils and climatic conditions) with more specialized
wine types: Sainte-Victoire, Fréjus, La Londe and Pierrefeu.

For reds and rosés, the main varieties are grenache, syrah, cinsault,
mourvèdre and tibouren. For whites, rolle, sémillon, ugni-blanc and clairette may go into the composition.
During the winter following the harvest, the winemakers blend the newly-matured base wines to create 
balanced wines that bring out the unique qualities of each grape type. Blending is an ancient tradition
amongst Provence's winemakers.
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Key Figures Côtes de Provence (five-year average)

90%        7%        3%
Equivalent of
128 million bottles

The Côtes de Provence
Appellation

The Côtes de Provence appellation
extends over 3 French departments:
the Var, Bouches du Rhône 
and an enclave in the Alpes 
Maritimes, grouping together 
84 communes over 
approximately 20,000 hectares.

The overall climate is Mediterranean
(sunny, hot and dry), but may vary a great deal
depending on the topography and influence of
the sea. The vineyards also benefit from the
Mistral wind, which clean the air and eliminate
parasites.


